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Lawyer Vicky Holden leaves the reservation for important cases for the Indian Nations. But Wind

River pulls her back when Balder Industries executive Vince Lewis is killed while trying to hire Vicky

for reservation work.
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Author Margaret Coel launches "The Thunder Keeper," seventh in the line of a classic mystery

series set on the Arapaho's Wind River reservation, with the classic hook of a man alone high on a

ledge who soon plummets to his death. The police learn the dead man has been on an Arapaho

spirit quest and label the death a suicide. But, a few pages later, a mysterious stranger confesses to

a priest that soon more people will be murdered.Coel's stories feature two amateur sleuths: St.

Francis Mission Priest, Father John O'Malley, (history scholar and recovering alcoholic,) who has

been exiled to the Arapaho reservation mission in Wyoming, and Vicky Holden, an Arapaho

attorney who carries the baggage of a mean ex-husband, sometimes unhappy son (and a

reciprocated inappropriate attraction for Father O'Malley.)Father O'Malley knows he is bound by his

vows to keep the confession secret. He decides to investigate the death of the man on a spirit quest

himself.Meanwhile, attorney Vicky Holden witnesses the horrific hit-and-run slaughter of Vince

Lewis, a man who had valuable information he was about to tell her in reference to an urgent matter

regarding the Wind River Reservation. Are the two deaths connected? If so, what ties them

together? What is the secret worth killing for on Arapaho land?The freshness of Coel's writing, the



voice and clarity of the story, as well as her love and passion for the West shine in phrases like

these: "The mountains rose jagged and blue in the orange-tinged dusk. Northwest, where the

mountains dropped into a gully that allowed the sky to flow through, was Bear Lake," and "The

thunder sounded like tanks rumbling through the sky. Lightning turned the air white and sent a

charge through the earth that he could feel reverberating inside him....
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